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A REAL LEARNING OF CHRIST 


‘Ministers of the gospel must learn Christ as Paul learned Him. 
They may not content themselves with that learning which they find 
in schools; but they must proceed further to a real learning of Christ. 
They that must convert others, it is meet that they should be ef- 
fectually converted. John must eat the book and then prophesy; 
and they who would be fit ministers of the gospel, must first them- 
selves eat the Book of God. And this book is indeed eaten, when 
they are not only in their minds enlightened, but in their hearts are 


mortified, and brought in subjection to the word of Christ. 


“Unless Christ be thus learned spiritually and really, divines 
shall speak the Word of God as men speak of riddles, and as priests 
in former times said their matins, when they hardly knew what 
they said.” 


WILLIAMS PERKINS (Puritan Divine) 
(1558-1602) 
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EDITUGRE A L 


“Christ Died for Our Sins” 


The deity of our Lord is the cornerstone on 
which the Gospel is built. The necessity of 
saving faith is one aspect of man’s response, 
for those who come to God must believe that he 
is and that he is a rewarder of them that dili- 
gently seek Him. The vital importance of faith 
is stated in Ephesians: “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any 
man should boast.” 

Conviction of sin is a part of the picture, 
along with repentance and turning to Christ 
for forgiveness. 

The necessity of the new birth is clearly 
taught in the Scriptures and this regeneration 
is a supernatural work of the Holy Spirit in 
the heart of the believer. 

But the CENTRAL FACT of the Gospel 
message is that Christ died for our sins. Omit 
this glorious truth and the Gospel is of only 
academic interest. Leave out the grand and 
wonderful news that the Son of God came into 
this world and took upon Himself the penalty 
and guilt of my sins when He died on the 
Cross and one has a system of ethics, not the 
message of salvation. 

When Isaiah, speaking by the Holy Spirit 
of the coming Redeemer, said: “. . . and the 
Lord hath laid on him the inquity of us all,” 
he was foretelling the heart of the Gospel mes- 
sage. 

When John the Baptist pointed to Jesus and 
said: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world,” he was pin-pointing 
the basic reason for His advent into the world. 

When our Lord bowed His head on the 
Cross and said: “Jt ts finished,” He was affirm- 
ing that full atonement for sin had been made 
—once for all. 

The apostle Paul told the Galatian Chris- 
tians: “But I certify you, brethren, that the 
gospel which was preached of me is not after 


i 


man. For I neither received it of man, netther 
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was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ” and, having received this direct revela- 
tion he taught and preached the atonement as 
the very heart of the Gospel. Writing to the 
Christians in Corinth, He said: “For I delivered 
unto you first of all that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for 
the scriptures.” 


ur sins according to 


If Paul found it necessary to give first place 
to the fact that Christ died for our sins, can 
we do less? This central truth of the Gospel 
message is often skirted around; men are urged 
to “receive Christ”, or “give your hearts to 
Christ”, or “come and follow Christ”, or even, 
“Join the Church”, without their ever hearing 
or knowing that the reason they should joyfully 
believe in and accept Him is that He died for 
our sins. 

We believe this neglect is often a careless 
oversight. We take it for granted that the one 
with whom we are dealing knows that Christ 
died on the Cross for his sins. But, he does 
not, nor can he accept Christ as Saviour until 
he knows what He has done — that He died 
for our sins — and it is our privilege and duty 
to witness to this fact. 


There is a very practical aspect of this glorious 
truth. The best man in this world is only 
a sinner saved by grace. We are all the objects 
of Satan’s attacks and one of his devices is 
discouragement and a guilt complex. When 
such times come nothing is more calculated to 
restore our joy and hope than to stop and re- 
member: “Christ died for my sins.” Because 
we do believe in Him guilt is gone, we stand 
clean and righteous in His sight. 

The Gospel is a composite of divine truths, 
each with its own significance and all uniting 
to offer joy and peace to the believer; a dynamic 
for living and a hope for eternity. 

And at the very center of that message is 
this glorious truth: 

“Christ died for our sins according to the 


Scriptures.” —L.N.B. 
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“Christ Hath Purchased 
Redemption” 


This confessional clause presents the Church’s 
understanding that the Scriptures base our re- 
demption on the payment of a price in the 
death of Christ. His work ransomed us from 
sin’s guilt and condemnation and delivers us 
from its bondage and other evil effects. Sundry 
scholars have, however, interpreted the chief 
terms translated redemption solely of deliver- 
ance and the latter position has been set before 
our Church in a pamphlet recently published 
by one of our theological seminaries. 


Rather than discuss this article by a distin- 
guished professor whom we hold in personal 
regard (however much we differ from his 
article), it seems better to point our Church 
to an extremely scholarly and exhaustive pres- 
entation of the matter which, in our opinion, 
substantiates the position of our Confession of 
Faith. 


In 1955 Vice-Principal Leon Morris of Rid- 
ley (theological) College, Melbourne, published 
THE APOSTOLIC PREACHING OF THE 
CROSS based on his doctoral dissertation at 
Cambridge. At its first appearance we hailed 
the work with delight and wrote a favorable 
review. After teaching the work we are the 
more confirmed in our endorsement of its main 
positions and call it to the attention of our 
ministers who have been, in effect, asked to 
consider the biblical meaning of Redemption 
by the June 1958 Austin Seminary Bulletin. 


Morris’ treatment of the various Hebrew and 
Greek words translated redeem and redemp- 
tion is of the same character as the exhaustive 
studies found in Kittel’s Theologisches Woerter- 
buch zum Neuen Testament (TWNT), which 
work he repeatedly cites. He examines closely 
the three chief Hebrew words of the OT and 
with Professor Procksch in TWNT finds that 
these words, rendered lutron in the LXX, con- 
sistently signify deliverance by the payment of 
a price. In Isaiah 40.3, “I have given Egypt 
as thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee,” 
the thought of substitution is plain. 


In non-biblical Greek, Morris finds with 
Deissmann and Grenfell and Hunt that lutron 
refers to the payment for the freedom of a 
slave, and that this usage occurs, for example, 
in a papyrus document of 86 A.D. In Rab- 





binic literature it is used for the ransom price 
a man must pay to redeem his life. In Second 
Maccabees the story of the seven brothers who 
refused deliverance at the price of apostasy, 
illustrates Hebrews 11.35. The verbs agorazo 
and exagorazo describe Christians as those 
bought by God at a terrible cost — namely 
the blood (death) of Christ — that they might 
be God’s servants and do His will. Anttlutron 
occurs in I Tim. 2.6, while lutron anti is cited 
from our Lord in Mk. 10.45 and Matt. 20.28, 
where, as Bueschel shows, the life of Jesus 
is given as the sufficient price for the ransom- 
ing of the many, TWNT 1,373, or, as W. 
Manson phrases it, “in compensation for the 
sins of the people, interposing for them as 
their substitute.” 


From his ample study Morris concludes that 
the redemption category presents to view three 
aspects of the process of atonement: a) The 
state of sin out of which men are redeemed. 
It is like a slavery, a captivity from which 
man cannot break so that redemption repre- 
sents the intervention of an outside Person 
who pays the price which man cannot pay. 
b) The price which is paid. Christ has paid 
the price of our redemption. As the price must 
be adequate for the purchase, this indicates 
an equivalence, a substitution. Christ bore 
what we should have borne, He is our substi- 
tute, as is taught in Mk. 10.45 as well as in 
Paul and in Peter. c) The resultant state of 
the believer. This deliverance brings him into 
the liberty of the sons of God that the saved 
one may do the will of his gracious heavenly 
Father. 


The consistent testimony of the New Testa- 


ment is: “Ye were not redeemed with... 
silver and gold . . . but with the precious blood 


of Christ.” “Ye are not your own, for ye are 
bought with a price.” “Thou wast slain, and 
has redeemed (purchased) us unto God by Thy 


blood.” 


THE APOSTOLIC PREACHING OF THE 
CROSS can be secured from the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal or from Eerdmans. 
($3.50) | We urge our ministers to consider 
carefully and prayerfully this scholarly defense 
of the position confessed by our Church before 
accepting a view that fails to do full justice to 
the greatness of the work Christ accomplished 
for us. 

—W.C.R. 
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Open Doors and Adversaries 
I Corinthians 16:19 


“For a great door and effectual is opened 
unto me, and there are many adversaries.” 


Open doors do not always mean easy going; 
beyond the open door are the adversaries. God 
opened the doors for Paul but the enemy was 
on the other side of the door and he was met 
with opposition and persecution. 


But an open door is an invitation to enter. 
When the Israelites came to the borders of 
the land of Canaan it was God’s invitation for 
them to go in and take possession of the land. 
They sent the twelve spies, and all of them 
saw that the land was a good land, but ten 
saw the adversaries and said, we cannot go in 
for the inhabitants of the land are too strong 
for us to conquer them. Only two, Joshua and 
Caleb, had faith enough to go in, and so they 
could not enter in because of unbelief, and 
it was forty years before the door was open 
again. 


_ So an open door is an opportunity which 
in faith we must seize and take possession of, 
for it may never come again. The church had 
this opportunity once, I believe, in Japan, but 
we failed to enter the open door. In our own 
personal lives the same thing is true. Many 
a man can look back and say, O, if I had just 
taken the opportunity of investing some money, 
for instance, I would be a rich man today. 
But, far more important is some opportunity 
we had of speaking a word of comfort or of 
help to some soul that needed it. Have not all 
of us known the feeling of disappointment we 
have had when we realized our failure to enter 
in when the door was open? 


_ We may expect to find adversaries. Satan 
is Our great adversary and he watches the open 
doors. Then there are always those who help 
him in his business of hindering the work of 
God. We must be ready to fight the good fight 
of faith. It takes strong men to enter and take 
possession. In verse 13 of this same chapter 
Paul rather abruptly says, Watch ye, stand fast 
in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. 


May God give us the vision to see the “open 
doors” and the grace to enter these doors. 
—J.K.P. 





CALVIN’S INSTITUTES 
INSTITUTES OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION 
THE SET, Two Volumes, 7.50 
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The Church’s Mission 


When Jesus prepared to ascend to His 
Father, He gave His disciples their final in- 
structions. Under the circumstances, you might 
expect the last word to be extensive, instead 
the order was simple and brief. According to 
Mark, He said, “Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel.” Matthew reported He said, 
“Go ye therefore and teach all nations.” 


The divine mission of the church is to spread 
the gospel of Jesus Christ to all creatures. We 
have been commanded to make it available to 
every race. This is the most important task 
we face. Are we carrying out the order? The 
facts condemn us. We penny-pinch our gifts 
to world missions and percentage-wise mission- 
ary funds are pitifully low. 


The church has scores of highly approved 
causes—all worthy causes. Every college, semi- 
nary and school could use thousands of dol- 
lars, church extension and Christian education 
deserve our support. We are pouring out mil- 
lions of dollars on ourselves, erecting great and 
beautiful churches and educational buildings, 
and we could use perhaps a score of new Pres- 
byterian Hospitals. 


We have given a small amount to Negro 
work. In this area we have not scratched the 
surface. Actually, the handful of colored Pres- 
byterians among the ten million Negroes in 
the South convicts us of failing to obey our 
Lord’s commission right here at our front door. 


The great churches are built to the honor 
and glory of our Lord, but are they acceptable 
to Him if we fail to do our duty elsewhere? 
Across the General Assembly, from the Potomac 
to the Rio Grande, we are in perfect accord: We 
will glady give world missions every cent we 
have left over after our requirements here at 
home are met. 


Our forefathers correctly and wisely said that 
missions come first. This is our prime business 
on every continent. World missions is world 
evangelism. When the founding fathers adopted 
missions as our first objective, they were led 
by the Holy Spirit. 


Let’s stop puffing with pride over what we 
do locally and get a proper focus. Missions 
should receive a much greater share of our 
prayers and dollars. If you will study the record, 
you will be shocked that we have not done 
more. The Bible says “repentance and remis- 
sion of sins should be preached in His name 
among all nations.” The Master addressed his 
last order to his eleven faithful followers. The 
work is far from finished. How faithful are 
your 

—Ralph Brewer 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








the 
has 
eval 
tint 
Oct 
Oct 
hol 
Col 


Cri 
in 
abc 
anc 
to 
vis! 
on 
an 
to 


sin 
ber 
de 
ed. 
cre 









Billy Graham Charlotte Crusade 


The rising tide of spiritual enthusiasm in 
the Billy Graham Charlotte, N. C., Crusade 
has led the Executive Committee, ministers, and 
evangelistic team unanimously to decide to con- 
tinue another week through Saturday night, 
October 25. The following afternoon, Sunday, 
October 26, Billy Graham and the team will 
hold a great rally on the Statehouse lawn in 
Columbia, S. C. 


Even from the standpoint of statistics, the 
Crusade surpasses anything previously known 
in the city’s history. The Coliseum, seating 
about 13,000, has been filled almost every night 
and the adjoining Auditorium, seating 2500 
to 3000, has been used with closed-circuit tele- 
vision for overflow crowds. Even with these, 
on some nights many have been turned away, 
and hundreds have been seated outside to listen 
to the service through loud-speakers. 


Through October 10, the total attendance, 
since the beginning of the Crusade on Septem- 
ber 21, has been 245,340 with 9923 recorded 
decisions for Christ. (By the time this is print- 
ed, these figures will have been greatly in- 
creased.) 


The prayer support has been tremendous. 
2500 to 3000 groups of women have been meet- 
ing daily, Tuesday through Friday, since Sep- 
tember 2 for prayer. Many businesses and in- 
dustries have arranged for prayer meetings for 
their employees. All of these meetings are held, 
not merely in Charlotte, but over a surround- 
ing area of at least 30 to 50 miles. Many are 
praying also across the nation and in some 117 
foreign countries. 


The spiritual results go far beyond the ability 
of statistics to reveal. The response of the young 
people is thrilling. Night after night, hundreds 
stream down the aisles to make decisions for 
Christ. 77% of those who have come forward 
through October 10 have been 25 years old or 
under. Jf revival sweeps our land, it seems 
certain that it will come through the young 
people. 

The deepening of the spiritual life of the 
churches is already evident, though the full 
fruitage lies ahead. Many of those who have 
come forward, though church members, either 
had never had a vital, transforming contact with 
the risen Christ, or were not sure of their salva- 
tion. Many others came to re-dedicate their 
lives to Him. 


The training given in the counselling classes 
by Charles Riggs and Dan Piaut has been for 
many church members, as they have testified, 
one of the richest experiences of their lives. Also 
there has been a growing spirit of unity in 
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Christ and of fellowship in His love among 
the members and ministers of the various 
churches. 


Among the people at large, there has been 
an increasing conviction of sin and need. The 
press, radio and television have given unparalled 
coverage to the meetings. The Charlotte 
Observer has published the full sermons ver- 
batim each day. As a result of all of this, many 
have come to the Coliseum with the definite 
purpose of making a public confession of faith 
in Christ. This does not include the Saturday 
night televising of the meetings, which is a story 
in itself. 


Tens of thousands have come in special dele- 
gations, many even from long distances. Since 
God has said that His word should not return 
unto Him void, it is certain that there will be 
results beyond anything that can now be seen 
or imagined. 


Some try to account for what is taking place 
by efficient organization, publicity, personality, 
or otherwise. The only adequate explanation is 
the power of God. The 1500 to 2000 voice 
choir, under the able leadership of Cliff Bar- 
rows, with Beverly Shea as soloist, sing the 
praises of God and stir the heart. The after- 
meetings led by Grady and T. W. Wilson and 
others make plain the ground of salvation 
through faith in Christ as presented in the 
word of God. Without compromise, Billy 
Graham preaches the gospel of Christ, and his 
message is accompanied by the evident power 
and blessing of the Holy Spirit. God honors 
His word and works graciously and mightily 
in the hearts of the people. To Him only is 
the glory. 

—V.W.P. 





The Fear of the Lord 


Many blessings come from the fear of the 
Lord. There is a difference between the abject 
fear of unbelievers, which comes suddenly upon 
them in thunderstorms, floods, or on the battle- 
field, and that which all believers should have 
and which Dr. Scofield defines as “reverential 
trust.” But it is unseemly and dangerous even 
for Christians to cast aside all fear of God and 
act toward Him as though He were a human 
being like ourselves. While most of the passages 
referring to it are in the Old Testament, there 
are a few in the New, showing that we need 
that “reverential trust” even in this age, when 
there is a tendency to be careless and irreverent. 
It brings with it many good things. Job said, 
“The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom” (28:28) ; 
David and Solomon said it was the beginning 
of wisdom and knowledge (Psa. 111: 10; Prov. 
1:7), and undoubtedly one basic reason for 


PAGE 5 



















































juvenile delinquency is that parents and teach- 
ers have not begun at the right place. The 
fear of the Lord has a cleansing power, like a 
fresh north wind after rain: “The fear of the 
Lord is clean...” (Psa. 19:9). Where it 
dominates the heart, it will drive out unclean 
thoughts and evil imaginations. One definition 
of it—often forgotten—is that “the fear of the 
Lord is to hate evil” (Prov. 8:13); and a 
corollary to this principle is that “by the fear 
of the Lord men depart from evil” (Prov. 16:6). 
God is dealing differently with His people in 
this age of grace from the ways in which He 
dealt with them under law; and we cannot al- 
ways count upon prosperity and long life as 
rewards for obedience, for many believers suffer 
greatly and the lives of some appear to be 
cut short. But the fear of the Lord leads one 
to care for his body as the temple of the Holy 
Spirit and to be moderate and regular in his 
habits of eating, drinking, and sleeping. So 
it is often true today, as Solomon said, that 
“the fear of the Lord prolongeth days” (Prov. 
10:27); and it is always true, as he said, that 
in it “is strong confidence,” it “is a fountain 
of life,” and it “tendeth to life” (14-26, 27; 
19:23). Even the earthly life of the Lord Jesus 
was marked by it, for in a prophecy concern- 
ing Him, Isaiah said, “And the spirit of the 
Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear 
of the Lord” (11:2). It was one of the secrets 
of the growth of the early churches: “Then had 
the churches rest throughout all Judea and 
Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and 
walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the 
comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied” 
(Acts 9:31). The Apostle Paul did not hesitate 
to speak of it as one of the means of the sancti- 
fication of believers: “Having therefore these 
promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, per- 
fecting holiness in the fear of God” (2 Cor. 
7:1); “Be filled with the Spirit . . . submitting 
yourselves one to another in the fear of God” 
(Eph. 5:18, 21). So, not only are we command- 
ed to fear God, but the right kind of fear of 
the Lord brings with it a whole cluster of bless- 
ings, which any right-thinking person would be 
glad to have. 


—The Sunday School Times 
Sept. 6, 1958 
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LETTERS. 


THE TALE OF A FIRE-PIT 








(A Parable, in which the names and circumstances 
have been changed . . . naturally.) 


By G. Aiken Taylor 


Editors Note: Satire, when written with an 
honest purpose, and in a good spirit can do 
good. Its usefulness is greatly enhanced when 
those who are the object of that satire take 
it as it is intended - not as a personal matter 
but as a constructive criticism. 


Because sv many in the church are becoming 
alarmed over bureaucracy, multiplied offices, 
and emphases which are coming “down from 
the top” we are publishing this with the hope 
that it will be amusing and constructive for 
all concerned. 


First Preposterous Church 
Anyplace, Atal. 
February 2, 1958 


Board of Church Affairs 
Preposterous Church, Southern 
Richland, U.S.A. . 


Gentlemen: 


For some time, now, our Session has been 
exploring ways of improving the education and 
worship experiences of our congregation. It is 
our hope that these can be made more meaningful. 
To this end we have decided to enlarge our Fellow- 
ship Facilities in keeping with the suggestions set 
forth in the approval releases Nos. 167-L, 48-B, 
38 (amended), as well as in the Manual for the 
construction of helpful outdoor fire-pits. 


We understand that we can secure guidance in 
the development of this project from your office. 
We also have been led to believe that funds are 
available to help churches qualifying for assistance. 
Please tell us what we must do to qualify for 
financial aid in this venture. 


Your early reply will be greatly appreciated. 
Very sincerely yours, 


Minister of Congregational Life 
Malcolm T. Confused 


Board of Church Affairs 
Preposterous Church, Southern 
February 5, 1958 


Rev. Malcolm T. Confused 
First Preposterous Church 
Anyplace, Atal. 


Dear Sir: 
Your communication asking for assistance in 


your congregational project for the construction 
of an approved, outdoor fire-pit has been referred 
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to the division of Outdoor Life of this Board. In 
all probability you will hear from that office 
within the next few days. 


Yours for more meaningful experiences, 


Wm. B. Gasoff, 
Asst. Secretary of Information 


Board of Church Affairs 
Division of Outdoor Life 
Department of Plans and 
Specifications 

Preposterous Church, Southern 
Feb. 8, 1958 


Rev. Malcolm T. Confused 
First Preposterous Church 
Anyplace, Atal. 


Brother Confused: 


Your communication to the Board was forward- 
ed to this Department of the Division of Outdoor 
Life of the Board of Church Affairs. 


I am answering your letter in the absence of 
the Rev. Clark C. Thunderhead, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Department, who is out of the office 
for a few days. This office is happy, of course, 
to make available its facilities to assist you in 
this commendable project. We have a number 
of meaningful pamphlets covering the problems 
that you will encounter in the design and con- 
struction of approved fire-pits. I have instructed 
our promotional office to mail you a package 
of these pamphlets and other helpful literature. 


We cannot give you a commitment in the mat- 
ter of financial assistance, of course, until your 
application has been received and processed through 
the approved channels. I am enclosing copies of 
the forms which you should prepare in quad- 
ruplicate (retaining one copy for your Session’s 
files and returning the others to this office). Form 
No. 1 is your application. Form No. 2 must be 
filled out by the Church Treasurer and certified 
by the Bank holding the mortgage on your present 
property. We also will require a letter from the 
Trustees indicating the nature of the activities 
for which you ordinarily use your Fellowship 
Facilities. We are charged, as you will agree, 
as good Stewards of the Church, with the respon- 
sibility of helping our member congregations to 
make their activities as meaningful as possible. 
This is particularly true in cases where funds have 
been supplied by the Board. 


If your request for aid is approved, the Board 
will recommend an allocation of $20.00 (twenty 
dollars) payable in two installments: the first after 
the ground-breaking ceremonies (I refer you to 
the pamphlet entitled “Meaningful Ground-Break- 
ing Ceremonies’) and the second after the office 
of Field Inspector for this department has com- 
pleted his report. 


If we can assist you further in any way, please 
do not hesitate to call on us. 


(Miss) Mary P. Wandering 
Assistant Executive Secretary. 


First Preposterous Church 
Anyplace, Atal. 
March 1, 1958 


Rev. Clark C. Thunderhead 

Department of Plans and Specifications 
Division of Outdoor Life 

Board of Church Affairs 

Preposterous Church, Southern 


Dear Dr. Thunderhead: 


Attached you will find the forms requested of 
us in connection with our formal application for 
assistance in the construction of the new addition 
to our Fellowship Facilities. 


Our Committee carefully went over the speci- 
fications issued by your office, with the local 
architect and contractor. We encountered some 
difficulty adapting your suggestions to our needs. 
For one thing, native stone is not available in 
this part of the South. In order to meet your 
specifications, we would have to order from out 
of the state and the transportation costs would 
be prohibitive. Then, too, the blueprints sent us 
were all for Fellowship Facility fire-pits serving 
as many as 2,000 people at a time. We could not 
help thinking that the writers had in mind the 
needs of churches much larger than ours. We got 
the impression, indeed, that those who prepared 
these specifications did not expect them to be 
used by churches of less than 1,500 members. Our 
membership is small (235) and we have not been 
able to adapt the approved features of these plans 
to the needs of a congregation our size. We hope, 
of course, that the architect and the contractor 
we have engaged will be allowed a certain freedom 
in their work. 


Hopefully yours, 


Malcolm T. Confused 
Minister of Congregational Life 


Board of Church Affairs 
Division of Outdoor Life 
Department of Plans and 
Specifications 

Preposterous Church, Southern 
March 5, 1958 


Rev. Malcolm T. Confused 
First Preposterous Church 
Anyplace, Atal. 


Dear Mr. Confused: 


Attached you will find your application forms, 
which are being returned to you for processing 
through your Synod’s Committee on Outdoor Life. 


Apparently you failed to realize that Synod’s 
endorsement is necessary in matters involving 
financial aid. Inasmuch as your application is 
for aid, it must be approved by Synod’s Commit- 
tee. The Chairman is the Rev. I. M. Bishop of 
the First Church, Metropolis. We suggest that 
you communicate with him. 





BOOTH, ABRAHAM: THE REIGN OF GRACE 


311 pp. 2.50 


In this old classic (1768) an instructive introduction by Dr. Thomas Chalmers 
adds value to the discussion. The subject is thoroughly and beautifully treated 
in relation to salvation, election and calling, justification, adoption, sanctifi- 
cation, holiness, good works, and the person and work of Christ. 
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We are somewhat mystified by your reference 
to the alleged inadaptability of our literature to 
your congregation’s requirements. It is the opinion 
of our consultants that any Preposterous Church 
should experience little difficulty following the 
suggestions outlined by our engineers. We have 
tried these out in various major laboratory clinics 
(approved, of course), and have always found 
them highly adaptable—according to group in- 
terests and local conditions, of course. 


Very sincerely yours, 


(Mrs.) Agnes W. Excited 
Secretary to Miss Wandering 
(Asst. Exec.) 


First Preposterous Church 
Anyplace, Atal. 
May 28, 1958 


Rev. Clark C. Thunderhead 
Department of Plans and Specifications 
Division of Outdoor Life 

Board of Church Affairs 
Preposterous Church, Southern 


Dear Dr. Thunderhead: 


It has been a little over two and a half months 
since we forwarded our request for assistance 
to Dr. I. M. Bishop of Synod’s Committee of Out- 
door Life, as requested by your office. This is 
to bring you up to date on our project. 


Our local committee found, in a publication 
issued by the Baptists, some drawings of fire- 
pits which were specifically designed with churches 
of 200-300 members in mind. We went over 
these with our architect, who promptly prepared 
some plans which were unanimously approved 
by our committee. The contractor has completed 
the job and the congregation is delighted. We 
had the dedication of this new facility just last 
week and the experience was most meaningful. 


The cost of the venture totalled slightly in 
excess of $1,500.00. The enthusiasm of the con- 
gregation has been so great that subscriptions 
‘exceeded the amount expected and we were able 
to dedicate the facility almost immediately upon 
completion. 


We do not know, of course, what your decision 
in our case will be. If this reaches you before 
the Board acts, please accept it as a notice to 
the effect that, in view of the circumstances, we 
no longer need the assistance for which we applied. 


Sincerely yours, 


Malcolm T. Confused 
Minister of Congregational Life 


Board of Church Affairs 
Preposterous Church, U.S.A. 
May 30, 1958 


Rev. Malcolm T. Confused 
First Preposterous Church 
Anyplace, Atal. 


Dear Mr. Confused: 


Your letter to me must have crossed in the 
mail with the notice that went out from this 
office to you just this week. By this time, of 
course, you have received our official communica- 
tion advising you of the favorable action of the 
Board, in granting you the full amount of your 
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request, and enclosing our draft in the amount 
of $20.00. Also included were three copies of 
the necessary acceptance contracts which you 
were instructed to fill out and return (two copies) 
to this office. 


We are sorry that you viewed the time which 
has elapsed as a “delay.” These things take time, 
as you know, and it was necessary to await the 
regular meeting of the Board. 


Your statement to the effect that you secured 
your plans from the Baptists after sending in the 
information which constituted the basis of the 
action taken by the Board, casts a different light 
on the whole matter, of course. We cannot ap- 
prove a maximum grant in cases where our own 
Preposterous publications have not been followed. 
Consequently I must ask you to return one half 
of the amount granted by the Board. I am sure 
you will understand. We must be good Stewards of 
the Church’s resources. 


You may make out the gift contracts for half 
the amount indicated on the voucher receipts, thus 
saving additional correspondence and expense. 


_I am sorry that you have received the impres- 
sion of confusion in this office. Actually, we 
are overburdened with the multiplicity of duties 
thrust upon us by the Church and often are unable 
to give as prompt attention to the various requests 
coming in as we would like. You will be happy 
to hear that, as a direct result of the complaint 
voiced in your correspondence, the Board also 
voted to ask the Assembly to create a new De- 
partment within the Division of Outdoor Life. If 
the Assembly approves, we will next year under- 
take to add an office on Plans and Specifications 
for churches of less than 1,000 members. 


Sincerely yours, 


Maxwell C. Dogged 
Executive Secretary 
Board of Church Affairs 





Responses to 


A Rare Vacation 


“When the Cat’s away, the mice will play” 
Journal issue of September 10, 1958 


The following extracts from letters are 
quoted over the protest of H.B.D. - out-voted 
by L.N.B., W.C.S. and “the mice”. 


Alabama: 


Heartily enjoyed the “Rare Vacation” in 
Journal issue Sept. 10, and the account of Dr. 
Dendy’s 36 years of ministry in the Weaverville 
church. I only wish you had placed Mrs. 
Dendy’s picture alongside his. 

(We could have fulfilled this wish, but for 

the fact that the Dendy’s were far away in 

Connecticut, the manse was closed and Mrs. 

Dendy’s photograph was not available. If 

there ever was a “pastor's right hand” she 

is just that.—wes) 
Georgia: 


May I thank you for your wonderful article 
about Dr. Dendy — also for publishing his 
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picture. I have had some brief correspondence 
with him; now I can write to him as a friend! 


North Carolina: 


I am delighted with your remarks (and pic- 
ture) about “Editor Henry.” He richly deserves 
every word you wrote. He is a grand, clean 
fighter and I like to be on his side. 


Georgia: 


Was glad to read your piece about Editor 
Henry B. Dendy. I think you did your readers 
a fine and gracious service by taking advantage 
of his absence to run his picture and the piece 
about him. If you get fired, there is always a 
place on the staff here for battle casualties of 
valor. 


Louisiana: 


The writer is not given to much cor- 
respondence, much less “letters to the editor,” 
but just this once I am acting on impulse after 
reading your article concerning Dr. Dendy’s 
vacation. I am certain that the article will be 
heartily appreciated by all who read it; and 
if you should lose your job there, one is waiting 
for you in Red River Presbytery. 


Florida: 


S.P.J. gets better all the time. We thank 
God for its faithful testimony in these dangerous 
days. 


Pennsylvania: 


We are so delighted to get the copy of the 
Journal with the picture of Dr. Dendy. Rev. 
Wade Smith did a good job, and we think 
should be commended rather than “get fired.” 


Alabama: 


I would hardly have believed I would be so 
long in expressing warm appreciation of 
W.C.S.’s “A Rare Vacation” in the Journal of 
Sept. 10. Surely Dr. Dendy has done a mar- 
velous work for our beloved church and many 
other agencies and individuals. Of course he 
would say, “Not I, but Christ in me,” and of 
course that is true, but as some one said of 
Moody, it shows what God can do with a con- 
secrated life And another thing, while 
we don’t know of anybody who could fill Dr. 
Dendy’s shoes, I hope Wade Smith has demon- 
strated that “while the cat’s away, the mice will 
play” and that he may be persuaded to take a 
vacation rest more often in the future. 
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Divorce and Remarriage 
By Rev. R. D. Littleton 


Our Church by the vote of the presbyteries 
has twice in recent years, 1954 and 1956, re- 
fused to alter what our Confession of Faith 
teaches on Marriage and Divorce, and it is 
to be hoped that the present proposal, practi- 
cally the same as went to our presbyteries in 
1954, will again be defeated. It broadens the 
grounds for divorce beyond that which the 
scripture allows, and offers ministers the privi- 
lege under certain circumstances of remarrying 
certain persons guilty of causing a divorce. 


Many of us realize that it is not easy to 
maintain the high standards given in the Bible, 
but it is by the grace of God that we are 
called to keep it. John the Baptist found some 
trouble in trying to uphold God’s standards in 
his day, and we should be ready to endure the 
same. 


The only grounds allowed for divorce in the 
Bible are unchastity and desertion. We have 
Bible references to show that these were causes 
sufficient for divorce, see Matthew 5:32, Mat- 
thew 19:9, and I Corinthians 7:15. You can- 
not find other causes sufficient for it accord- 
ing to the teaching of the New Testament. 
Now the Confession of Faith teaches us that 
the scriptures are sufficiently clear for us to 
know what to believe and teach, and this is 
where the Bible stands on this subject. If we 
desert this standard we begin to follow the 
judgment of fallible men. 


The argument is given that the redemptive 
power of the Gospel would give those who 
were truly repentant of their infidelity in mar- 
riage the right to remarry. The Bible doesn’t 
state it. The Bible does not do away with 
the law, neither does the Gospel. It simply 
gives a man pardon and power to return to 
obedience to the law. Grace gives him the 
power as is given to many single people who 
never marry, the power to remain in that state 
and serve God. In this manner he is to uphold 
the standard of one husband and one wife 
which God has ordained. Malachi, in warning 
the priests to be true to their wives and not 
to divorce them reminds them that in the 
beginning God made one woman for one man. 
He also says that he had the “residue of the 
Spirit” and could have created others if he had 
so desired. 


If we broaden the grounds for divorce and 
allow ministers the right under certain circum- 
stances to remarry those guilty of causing a 
divorce it will not change God’s standards but 
it will alter the usefulness of that instrument 
in promoting God’s will in His church. And 
if this interpretation is made in our Confes- 
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sion it will mislead some. It will be a “vehicle 
for sin,” and fail to warn those who are con- 
templating divorce on unscriptural grounds of 
the seriousness of it. Many may think, if they 
divorce their mate on unscriptural grounds, 
they can repent and remarry whom they please. 


If this change is made it will give the min- 
ister an overwhelming task of deciding how 
greatly one can sin against another short of 
adultery or desertion and rightfully obtain a 
divorce. He will have an insuperable task also 
of deciding when a person has been sufficiently 
repentant to be qualified to remarry after he 


has been guilty of causing a divorce. To judge 
in such a manner would take omniscience. 


This change, if made, will have a sad effect 
on the status of our ministry and officers who 
have already vowed before God that they ac- 
cept the Confession of Faith as giving what 
the scriptures really teach. Must we teach what 
we do not believe? Will we be subject to dis- 
cipline, we who believe what the Confession 
of Faith currently teaches? Will we be re- 
quired to lose our manses, our position in 
the M.A.F., and our churches, if we refuse to 
accept this new leaven? Let us beware of it. 





PREDESTINATION 


By the Rev. James Benjamin Green, D. D. 


A sermon delivered to the First Presbyterian 
Church of Columbus, Georgia 


Romans 8:29 Ephesians 1:3-5 

I approach this subject with hesitancy, for 
there is mystery in it. Our Confession calls the 
doctrine of Predestination a high mystery. But 
the subject should not be avoided because there 
is mystery in it. There is mystery in God, in 
man, in every common bush that grows, in 
everything. And we cannot think the mystery 
out of this subject, out of any subject. If we 
could, we would reduce the truth of God to 
the measure of our finite minds. If we could 
think the mystery out of religion, out of reve- 
lation, out of creation, out of God, we would 
think wonder out, and worship also. 


So I shall not attempt to throw light all 
around this dark subject. I shall not attempt to 
do what the colored preacher told his congre- 
gation he intended to do. He announced that 
he was going to explain the unexplainable and 
unscrew the inscrutable. No, I am not so am- 
bitious as that; but I hope to answer some ques- 
tions which may be in your minds, and to cor- 
rect some errors which may be in your thinking. 


Some people think that Predestination is the 
principal doctrine of the Presbyterian Church. 
A certain colored Presbyterian preacher seemed 
to think so. He preached a sermon on “Pro- 
crastination.” He repeated that word over and 
over again, rolling it off his tongue as if he 
delighted in it. The following week an official 
member of his church met him, and said, “Par- 
son, that was a powerful sermon you preached 
on Procrastination last Sunday, but you never 
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did tell us what Procrastination means.” 
“What?” replied the preacher, “you are an 
officer in the Presbyterian Church and know 
not what Procrastination means? Why, Procras- 
tination is the principalest doctrine of the Pres- 
byterian Church.” He must have thought he 
was preaching on Predestination, but Predes- 
tination is not the “principalest” doctrine of 
the Presbyterian Church, but Divine Sov- 
ereignty is. Predestination is under the sover- 
eignty of God; it is one expression of that 
sovereignty. 


Our Confession not only tells us that Pre- 
destination is a high mystery, but it tells us also 
how to preach on the subject—with care; to 
whom to preach on the subject—to saints, 
Christians; and why to preach on it—for assur- 
ance and comfort. 


So let me approach the subject gently, begin- 
ning with the meaning of the word. To pre- 
destinate means to determine beforehand; to pre- 
arrange for something before undertaking to 
do it. Our Standards treat of Predestination 
under the head of Divine Decrees. They define 
the decrees as God’s eternal purpose. Predes- 
tination is the name for God’s purpose con- 
cerning rational creatures, angels and men. That 
purpose he had before he created them. He 
created them for a purpose, and the purpose 
was before the creation. We Presbyterians wor- 
ship a God who has a purpose, and the purpose 
he now has, he has always had. We cannot think 
of him as changing his purpose. Why? Because 
his purpose is perfect, as perfect as he. He 
could not change it for the better, and he will 
not change it for the worse. 
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Having answered the question as to the mean- 
ing of the word, let us now ask if Predestina- 
tion is a Bible word? Yes, the word in verbal 
form occurs twice in the Authorized Version; 
once in the 8th of Romans; and once in the 
first chapter of Ephesians. The Revised Version 
substitutes the word “foreordained”, but the 
meaning remains the same. The idea is found 
often where the word does not occur. Predes- 
tination includes election. The predestined are 
the elect, the elect are the chosen. You have 
noticed how often these words occur in the Bible: 
Predestinate, decree, elect, chosen, called, fore- 
knew, foreordained. This circle of terms is used 
in the New Testament alone more than 100 
times. The same idea is set forth in other 
kindred words and equivalent phrases a great 
many more times. 


Paul speaks of Israel as a people whom God 
foreknew, Romans 11:2; of the purpose of God 
according to election, Romans 9:11. In the 
same Epistle he gives this challenge: Who shall 
lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? 8:33. 
And in 2nd Timothy, he declares that God 
saved us, and called us with a holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, which was given 
us in Christ Jesus before times eternal. 1:9. 
Peter addresses his First Epistle to the elect — 
“according to the foreknowledge of God.” 1:2. 
These following words are from Jesus: Many 
are called, but few chosen. Matthew 22:14. Ye 
did not choose me, but I chose you, and ap- 
pointed you. John 15:16. There shall arise 
false Christs and false prophets and shall show 
signs and wonders that they may lead astray, 
if possible, the elect. Mark 13:22. All that 
which the Father hath given me shall come to 
me. And this is the will of him that sent me, 
that I should lose nothing of all that which 
he has given me. John 6:37-39. In his high 
priestly prayer he prays not for the world, but 
for those whom the Father had given him. 
John 17:9. 


So, from the words of these three witnesses— 
the witness of Jesus, of Paul, of Peter, let it 
be known that Predestination, that election, is 
a doctrine of the Bible. 


Another question: Why did God elect those 
whom he chose? What was his motive? His 
motive was love, or grace. The Lord told 
Israel, through Moses, that he chose him be- 
cause he loved him. Paul tells us that we are 
saved by grace through faith, which is the gift 
of God. Ephesians 2:8. He testifies that the 
grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation 
to all men. Titus 2:11. The context shows 
that he means bringing salvation to all classes 
and conditions of men. That passage does not 
teach universal salvation. Jesus declares that 
God so loved the world that he gave his only 
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begotten Son that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. 
John 3:16. God’s love is both general and 
special. He loves all men unto giving them 
many blessings. He loves some men unto giv- 
ing them the Supreme blessing of salvation. If 
he loved all men alike, would not all men alike 
be saved? If he loved the goats as he loved 
the sheep, what is the advantage of being a 
sheep? If he loved the goats as the sheep, the 
goats would not be goats. 


The point I am making is that the foun- 
tain of Predestination, of election, or redemp- 
tion, is the great loving heart of the Divine 
Shepherd of the sheep, of the heavenly Father 
for his earthly children. 


Well, to what are people chosen? To what 
are they elected? The answer may be given in 
two grand words: One is life. “Predestinated 
to everlasting life is the language of the Con- 
fession. Paul, giving an account of one of 
his sermons, said as many as were ordained to 
eternal life believed. Acts 13:48. He charges 
Timothy to lay hold on the eternal life where- 
unto he was called. 1 Timothy 6:12. 


The other grand word is salvation. Paul tells 
the Thessalonians that God chose them from 
the beginning unto salvation in sanctification 
of the Spirit and belief of the truth; unto the 
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
There are certain things which precede or ac- 
company salvation. To these we are called. 
Paul told the Romans that whom God fore- 
knew, he also foreordained to be conformed 
to the image of his Son. Romans 8:29. He 
told the Ephesians that God chose us before 
the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blemish before him in love, 
having foreordained us unto adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ. Ephesians 1:4-5. Holl- 
ness, unblemished character, adoption, to these 
we are called or elected. Peter tells us that the 
elect are chosen to obedience and the sprinkling 
of the blood of Jesus Christ. The sprinkling 
of the blood is equivalent to sanctification. 


Combining these passages and others, we learn 
that we are predestinated, elected, chosen to 
obedience of faith, holiness, salvation, life, 
glory! 


A final question: On what grounds was 
God’s choice based? For what reason did he 
choose some and pass by others? On the ground 
of their superior goodness? On the ground that 
they were better than others? No; the ground 
or reason of his choice was not anything in 
the chosen, actual or foreseen. We have just 
seen that men are chosen to faith, obedience, 
holiness. The graces and virtues of character 
are the effects of election; therefore, they could 
not have been the cause of election. Predes- 
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tination precedes and produces faith, obedi- 
ence, holiness. Augustine is reported as saying, 
“The grace of God does not find men fit to be 
elected; it makes them so.” 


God had a reason for what he did, but the 
reason was not in men, but in Himself. “Did 
God leave all mankind to perish in the estate 
of sin and misery?” “God, having out of his 
mere good pleasure, from all eternity, elected 
some unto eternal life, did enter into a cove- 
nant of grace to deliver them out of the estate 
of sin and misery, and to bring them into an 
estate of salvation by a Redeemer.” Shorter 
Catechism Q. & A. 20. 


That answer troubled a member of your Sun- 
day School the other day. It has troubled many 
in the course of Christian history. People want 
to know why God chose some and passed by 
others. Don’t ask me, don’t ask John Calvin, 
don’t ask any man; but ask God. And his 
answer is Deuteronomy 29:29. “The secret 
things belong unto the Lord our God: but 
the things that are revealed belong unto us 
and unto our children forever, that we may 
do all the words of this law.” God chose some 
to holiness and sonship because it pleased him 
to do so. Why it pleased him to do s0, it 
has not pleased him to reveal. This is one of 
the “secrets”. Here we find a closed door. Shall 
we knock and demand that the door be opened? 
Not if we have a reverence worthy of God 
and a humility becoming men. On the outer 
door of an old building in the Old World 
used to be these challenging words: “Be Bold.” 


On an inner door of the same building were 
these arresting words: “Be Not Too Bold.” He 
is a bold man, too bold, who dares to pry into 
the secrets of the All-wise. 

So Predestination is not a bad thing that any 
should repudiate it. Its origin is in God's love. 
Its reason is in God’s will. Its sphere of opera- 
tion is in God’s Son. Its subjects are all rational 
beings, even including his only begotten Son; 
for he was destined, predestined to become the 
Saviour of men. Its object or design is the 
image of God restored upon the soul of man. 

Predestination never sent a single soul into 
sin and misery. No soul in hell will complain 
that God’s predestination sent him there. Pre- 
destination never acted as a barrier to any soul 
desiring to enter heaven. On the contrary, it 
is peopling heaven with countless thousands of 
praiseful saints. There is not a soul in glory, 
but owes its presence there to divine election. 

Let me so state the case that you can see 
this: All men were lost and not one of them 
could by any means save himself. If they were 
to be saved, God must be the Saviour. Now 
three choices were open to God: He might 
have chosen to save all; he might have chosen 
to save none; or he might have chosen to 
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save some. You know that of the three possible 
choices, the actual choice was to save some. 
Why he did not choose to save all, the secret 
is with him. The secret things belong unto 
the Lord our God, but the things that are re- 
vealed belong unto us and to our children 
forever, that we may keep all the words of this 
law. Mark the word “revealed.” Predestina- 
tion is a truth of revelation, not of reason; men 
did not arrive at it by process of reasoning. It 
is useless to reason and speculate about it. It 
must be received by faith. Faith, Biblical faith, 
is believing with the warrant of God’s word. 
Predestination is a truth of revelation to be 
accepted on the testimony of God’s word. 

All the greatest truths of our religion are 
so received. Creation, incarnation, the Trinity, 
blood atonement, justification by faith alone, 
the resurrection of the body, the immortality 
of soul and body in a new and indissoluble 
union; all of these are truths of revelation, not 
of reason. 





Prophets and Apostles, even Jesus, blessed 
God for his electing love. “Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ: even as he chose 
us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blemish 
before him in love; having foreordained us 
unto adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the good pleasure of his will.” 
Ephesians 1:3-5. Shall we complain and find 
fault in unbelief? Better beware how we sit 
in judgment on the ways of the All-wise and 
Almighty. 

In the presence of the mysteries of his pur- 
pose and providence let us bow our heads and 
worship, saying with Jesus, with whom God was 
well pleased, I thank thee Father, for so it 
seemed good in thy sight. Does that which 
seemed good in God’s sight seem evil in our 
sight? I leave you in the presence of mystery 
and of prophets, Apostles, and the Son of God, 
who approved and praised God for his electing 
love. Shall we not join them and make it a 
resounding chorus? 
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 9 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Describes Discipleship 


Background Scripture: Matthew 5 to 7 
Devotional Reading: Matthew 5:38-48 


Our lesson includes the whole “Sermon on 


Mount.” Luke, in chapter 9 gives us parts of 


it in his “Sermon in the Plain.” Jesus repeated much of His teaching, as all teachers are obliged 


to do. 


I am using as an outline, the one I believe that Dr. Shearer gave us at Davidson College. He 
calls verse 20 of chapter 5 the Text of the Sermon: “For I say unto you, that except your righteous- 


ness shall exceed the righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.” He 
asks the question, What do ye more than 
others? His outline, if I remember it correctly 
is: I. The Citizens of the Kingdom: their char- 
acter and mission; II. Laws of the Kingdom; 
III. Life in the Kingdom; and IV. How to 
Enter the Kingdom. 
I. Citizens of the Kingdom: Matt. 5:1-16 

Verses 1-12, which contain our Printed Lesson 
in most of the quarterlies, constitute The Beati- 
tudes, and each begins with the word “blessed,” 
or “happy.” (Compare Psalm 1 where God’s 
Happy Man is described). Some of these 
Beatitudes surprise us; all of them give us some 
of the characteristics of a citizen of the king- 
dom. The “poor in spirit” realize their need; 
no self righteousness or pride is in their hearts. 
“They that mourn.” This one surprises us, 
for happiness and mourning do not seem to 
go together. There is a godly sorrow for sin 
which results in the joy of forgiveness, and David, 
after he repented, could say, Oh the happiness 
of the man whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. Sorrow for sin brings 
the joy of forgiveness. Blessed are the meek. 
In our world the meek are often trampled under 
foot by the arrogant and aggressive, but the 
time is coming when the meek shall inherit 
the earth. Jesus was “meek and lowly” but He 
will be exalted and every knee shall bow to 
Him. We, if we follow His example, will share 
in His exaltation and sit in heavenly places 
with Him. “Hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness.” Do we have this hunger and thirst? Do 
we care whether we are holy or not? Here is 
a good place to do some heart-searching and 
pray that God will make us hungry and thirsty. 
It is an awful feeling to have no appetite for 
food; it is worse to have no appetite for right- 
eousness. The merciful shall obtain mercy. 
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May God keep our hearts tender. The pure in 
heart. Here we strike rock-bottom for the heart 
is the man. The peacemakers. We are living 
in a war torn world and a world in rebellion 
against God. If we can be the means of re- 
storing peace through the Prince of Peace we 
will be children of God, for He is our Peace, 
even Jesus Christ. They that are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake, for my sake. The early 
Christian martyrs were happy in the midst of 
terrible persecution. What if we had to face 
such trials? I believe God gives supernatural 
grace in our time of greatest need. We can be 
“more than conquerors through Him who loves 
us.” 

Such people have a two-fold mission in the 
world: Ye are the salt of the earth; ye are 
the light of the world. There are two terrible 
things wrong with our world: it is corrupt and 
unclean through sin, and it is grovelling in 
darkness; sin having blinded men. Salt preserves 
and gives flavor, and Christians perserve the 
world; ten righteous people would have saved 
Sodom. The Christians keep the world from 
moral and spiritual decay. Jesus said, I am the 
light of the world, and here, He says, Ye are 
the light of the world. The thing for us to 
remember is, (1) Be sure your salt has not 
lost its savor, and (2) Be sure you let the light 
shine. 


II. Laws of the Kingdom: 5:17-48. 


Jesus came not to destroy the law, but to 
fulfill. How did He do this? First, He himself 
kept the law of God perfectly, and Second, 
He, as Teacher interpreted the Law of God 
giving it a fullness of meaning that escaped 
the scribes and other teachers. He takes up 
several of these laws and gives to each one a 
depth of meaning which had not been recog- 
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nized by the other teachers. To keep the law 
meant far more than the scribes and Pharisees 
realized, for they kept the letter of the law, but 
overlooked its deeper meaning and application. 
Our righteousness must exceed the mere formal 
righteousness of scribes and Pharisees. Take the 
command, Thou shalt not kill. We break this 
commandment when we are angry and have 
hate in our hearts even though we may not 
literally kill somebody. We commit adultery 
when we have impure thoughts and desires. 
We must be careful in our speech lest we take 
God’s name in vain. Jesus puts it in a very 
strong way: Let your communication be yea, 
yea; nay, nay. We are to love not merely our 
neighbors, but even our enemies. He sums it 
up by saying, Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
your Father in heaven is perfect. In other 
words, God’s Holy Law requires perfection and 
this perfection must reach the bottom of our 
hearts. No wonder Paul says that the law is 
our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ that we 
may be saved by grace through faith. If we 
let God’s Holy Law do its work we will cry 
out in agony of soul, “God be merciful to me 
a sinner.” God’s law is living and active and 
sharper than a two-edged sword . . . all things 
are naked and open unto the eyes of Him with 
whom we have to do. Has the law led you to 
Christ for salvation? Let it search and try us 
and we will realize our need of Him. 


III. Life in the Kingdom: 6:1-7, 12. 


What sort of lives should we live as citizens 
of the kingdom? Jesus deals with a variety of 
subjects and I would like to just mention some 
of these and say a word or two about them. 


Part of the Christian Life is giving alms. This 
idea of giving is stressed in the Bible. Some 
people have much, others have little; some are 
rich and others poor. Those who have of 
this world’s wealth should gladly share with 
those who have not. There are two ways to 
give; one is parade our giving before the eyes 
of the world, the other is to give in such a 
way that your left hand does not know what 
your right hand is doing. The hypocrites would 
sound a trumpet and try to let everybody know: 
Verily I say unto you, they have received their 
reward. We are to let our almsgiving be secret 
and the Father who sees in secret will reward 
us openly. 


The same thing is true of prayer. We are 
not to parade our praying before the eyes of 
men to get praise from them, but enter into 
our closet and pray in secret. I am afraid 
that some of our praying before large public 
gatherings never reaches very far toward heaven. 
They may be “eloquent prayers,” but God would 
rather hear the simple cry of a broken and 
contrite heart. We are not to use vain repeti- 






PAGE 14 





tions. It is not the length of the prayer, but 
the sincerity of it, that brings results. Then 


Jesus gives them a Model Prayer which we 


call the Lord’s Prayer, but in reality it is the 
prayer He taught them to pray; it is the Dis- 
ciples’ Prayer. It is familiar to us and its many 
wide implications are splendidly set forth in 
our Shorter Catechism. He stresses one thing: 
we are to forgive others if we expect God to 
forgive us. 


The child of God is not to lay up treasures 
on earth, but in heaven, for our hearts will 
be where our treasures are. We are not to 
try to serve God and mammon. This has been 
true of many and their desire for wealth has 
been a snare to them. Our eye is to be single, 
not double. We are not to be anxious and 
worried. God takes care of the birds and the 
lilies of the field. He will take care of us. This 
does not mean that we fold our hands and do 
nothing to provide for ourselves and our loved 
ones, but it does mean that, having done our 
best, we rest content and not be anxious and 
troubled. We are to seek first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness and all these things 
will be added to us, for our heavenly Father 
knows that we have need of these things: food 
and raiment and shelter. We are of more value 
than the sparrows; we are His children. 


Judge not, that ye be not judged. We should 
remember that we have not been appointed to 
the office of judge; that is left to God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ who will judge the 
world. Then, we do not know all the facts 
and we are apt to be prejudiced or biased. We 
have enough to do to judge ourselves and try 
to be ready to give a strict account of our own 
life. We must not try to pull the mote out 
of our brother’s eye until we have gotten rid 
of the beam in our own eye. Get rid of our 
beam and then we can help our brother get 
rid of his mote. 


Ask, seek, knock: in these simple words He 
emphasizes the value of prayer: prayer is asking 
for the things we desire, seeking for God and 
His fellowship, knocking at the door of His 
treasure house. 


Verse 12 is the well-known “Golden Rule.” 
Only those who have Hearts of Gold can live 
by the Golden Rule and a Heart of Gold is 
a gift of the grace of God through Jesus Christ. 
A man must be “born again” before he can 
live by this Golden Rule. What a marvelous 
life is described for us in this section of the 
Sermon on the Mount! Who is sufficient for 
these things? Our sufficiency is of God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ; apart from Him we 
can do nothing; only as He lives in us can we 
live as a disciple of His: the life I now live 
I live by the faith of the Son of God Who loved 
me and gave Himself for me. 
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IV. How to Enter the Kingdom: 7:13. 


Enter in at the strait gate. Someone has 
said that there are two gate posts to the way 
of life; one is Faith and the other Repentance. 
We must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
we must turn our back on sin. 


Beware of false prophets. There are plenty 
of these and they are very busy these days try- 
ing to lead men astray. The one test for a 
false prophet is fruit-bearing. What sort of 
fruit does it bear? See the fruit of false re- 


ligions in lands like India and China and com- 
pare it with the fruit of real Christianity in 
such countries as the United States and you 
see a big difference, and the United States is 
only partly Christian. 


Not everyone who says, Lord, Lord, shall en- 
ter the kingdom but he that doeth the will of 
my Father which is in heaven. We are known 
by our deeds, as we build on the Rock founda- 
tion. Only those who build on the Rock Jesus 
Christ are safe. On Christ the solid rock I 
stand, all other ground is sinking sand. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 9 


By THE REV. B HOYT EVANS 


Being And Doing Our Best For The Lord 


Scripture: Matthew 25: 14-30 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Living for Jesus” 
“Give of Your Best to the Master” 
“I Gave My Life for Thee” 


Note to Program Leader: 
(This is the first of a series of three pro- 


grams dealing with stewardship. Some people 
seem to have the idea that stewardship has to 
do only with the money that is given to the 
church. In these programs we hope to come 
to a broader and more adequate understanding 
of stewardship.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

This program is to be centered around the 
passage of Scripture found in the twenty-fifth 
chapter of Matthew which is commonly known 
as the “Parable of the Talents.” You will find 
the discussion more interesting and helpful if 
you will open your Bibles to Matthew 25:14-30. 
(Allow time for the young people to locate the 
passage. Distribute Bibles or Testaments to 
those who do not have their own with them.) 


This parable teaches us some very basic 
things about the nature of stewardship. We 
find that stewardship has to do with the use we 
make of our money, our time, and our abilities. 
According to the parable, the opportunities and 
abilities we are given may vary widely. This 
is God’s responsibility. All that we are and all 
that we have comes from Him. He does not 
hold us responsible for having little or much, 
but He does hold us responsible for the use 
we make of what we do have. God is not dis- 
pleased by those who have limited abilities and 
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opportunities unless they refuse to use what 
they have. On the other hand, He is not pleased 
by those who have extensive gifts and oppor- 
tunities unless they are faithful in their stew- 


ardship. 


Our speakers will indicate some of the ways 
to serve the Lord as good stewards of our time 
and talents. They will also point out some of 
the pitfalls into which poor stewards are likely 
to fall. 


First Speaker: 

The servants who received five talents and 
two talents evidently dedicated their time to 
investing and increasing their lord’s money. We 
cannot be and do our best for our Lord unless 
our time is dedicated to Him. We may not 
have a written or printed schedule for each 
day, but we do have some kind of plan for our 
time. As we budget our time the Lord should 
receive first consideration. Do we really take 
Him into account as we allot the hours of 
the day? We cannot call ourselves faithful stew- 
ards unless we have dedicated our time first 
of all to the service of God. 


We may not have as many abilities as some- 
one we can think of, but we all have some gifts. 
Whatever our abilities are, they have come to 
us from God. Are we really using them for 
Him? The men in the parable were diligent in 
investing the talents because they recognized 
that they really belonged to their lord. Our 
talents actually belong to our Lord. Are we 
using them for Him? Are they dedicated to 
His glory? If the Lord has given us the ability 
to speak, are we using that ability for Him and 
are we trying to improve it? If the Lord has 
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given us good minds, are we faithful in our 
studies so that our minds may be improved? If 
the Lord has given us the ability to make 
friends, are we using that ability to win people 
to Him? However many or few our abilities 
may be, we are not good stewards unless they 
are dedicated wholly to the Lord. 


The men in the parable who were faithful 
in their stewardship received a rich reward. 
They received the approval of their master and 
they were given increased opportunities and 
responsibilities. People today who are faithful 
in the use of time and abilities for their Lord 
will also receive a reward. We shall receive the 
approval and the blessing of God, and our 
abilities and our opportunities will be increased. 
It is a reward which we begin to receive in 
this life, and which will continue throughout 
eternity. 


Second Speaker: 

The parable describes another man who was 
a poor steward. He had limited ability and 
limited opportunity. Because of his limitations 
less would have been expected of him than of 
the others, but he did absolutely nothing. The 
Bible indicates two faults that made him a 
poor steward: (1) He did not appreciate his 
master, and (2) He was lazy and selfish. 


Some of us today are poor stewards because 
we do not appreciate our God. We do not rec- 
ognize the wonderful things He has done for 
us, and we seem blind to His love and mercy. 
It is hard to see how anyone who really knows 
God through the sacrificial work of Jesus Christ 
can fail to be a good steward. Perhaps the only 
other explanation is selfishness and laziness. If 
we are concerned only for our own comfort and 
gratification it is understandable that we are 
not willing to exert ourselves even for God. 
Surely, though, when we consider the blessings 
God has freely given us and the terrible price 
He paid for our redemption, we will admit 
that even our best is not good enough for Him. 


The poor steward in the parable was pun- 
ished, not because his abilities and opportuni- 
ties were limited, but because he was not faith- 
ful in making use of what he had. This is a 
warning to us. As has been said already, God 
only expects us to be faithful with what He 
has given us. He expects us to do and be our 
best, even if that best is very meagre. If we 
fail, we too shall be punished. The man in 
the parable lost the little he had, and he was 
separated from fellowship with his master and 
the faithful servants. When we miss opportuni- 
ties, they are lost forever. When we fail to 
use and exercise the abilities we have, they are 
taken from us. The pianist who does not prac- 
tice loses his skill. When we do not seek the 
Lord through faithful service, it is an indica- 
tion that we probably never really knew Him, 
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and we shall be separated from fellowship with 
Him and with those who are faithful. 


Questions for Discussion: 

1. Why is it a mistake for young people to 
plan exclusively to be good stewards in adult- 
hood without giving any thought to the present? 

2. What are some of the commonest ways for 
young people to waste time, talents, and oppor- 
tunities? 


Closing Prayer 





Say, Teenagers! 
By Wade C. Smith 


Teenagers, have you heard of the expert who 
was called in to start the big engine? It had 
stalled. Every wheel in the plant had come to 
a sudden standstill. The engineer was non- 
plussed. To save his life he could not locate 
the trouble. The superintendent was down 
there, mad as a hornet. A thousand operatives 
were idle on full pay, and it was like burning 
money on an ash heap. Still the engineer fum- 
bled around. The “super” telephoned for an 
expert machinist to come at once and see what 
was the matter. 


Directly, he walked quietly in, glanced at 
the steam gauge and turned the throttle wheel 
a bit. Then, with a tiny hammer which he 
drew from his pocket he lightly tapped some 
parts of the machine, here and there. He 
paused at a certain pipe leading to the steam 
chest, called for a wrench, removed a tap and a 
plate, peered in, then carefully picked out a 
piece of cotton waste and replaced the plate 
and tap. “Now open your throttle,” he said 
to the engineer. The big engine moved off 
like a thing of life, pulleys began to whirl and 
belts to whirr, and a thousand hands resumed 
their work. 


In the office the expert handed in his memo- 
randum charge. It was fifty dollars and fifty 
cents. 


“It’s all right,” said the superintendent, 
“we're glad to pay it, but would you mind 
telling me what the fifty cents is for?” The 
expert smiled, “Why that is my charge for the 
two minutes spent in locating your trouble, 
the fifty dollars is for knowing how.” 


Teenagers, your body is a great big costly 
engine, built with infinite skill, and you are 
the engineer. It is a wonderful thing running 
that engine — wonderful because it has the 
motive power to turn many wheels and affect 
many lives. Rightly understood and properly 
handled it will produce great values, and be 
a blessing to the world. Misunderstood and 
carelessly handled, it will cause loss and suffer- 
ing to you and perhaps many others. 
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As a boy, I used to go to the engine room 
of my father’s mill and watch the engineer. 
Continually he moved about, noting its move- 
ments, its big flywheel half below in the pit, 
half above, and the broad belt that glided over 
it and disappeared through the brick wall into 
the mill. Now he would be refilling the oil 
cups, now noting the steam gauge, or polishing 
the shining brass trimmings almost with a 
caress. He was the first man on hand in the 
morning and the last to leave at night. Oh 
how well he must know his engine, how care- 
fully he must guard its movements, how always 
he must be on the job, if he would be a capable, 
successful, happy engineer! 


And what is God’s Word telling us about it 
today? Listen, “Happy is the man that findeth 
wisdom (to know God, to know himself, to 
know his engine), and the man that getteth 
understanding (how to run his engine). For 
the merchandise of it is better than the mer- 
chandise of silver, and the gain thereof of fine 
gold. Length of days is in her right hand (a 
long and happy career of productive energy), 
and in her left hand riches (the actual wealth 


which God promises to those who obey His 
law and love His service, and the inexpressible 
satisfaction which comes with honor that 
honors God first of all).”. Proverbs 3:13-16. 


Now Teenagers, here is the whole matter in 
a nutshell: your life machine is the most won- 
derful, the most mysterious, and at the same 
time the most “runnable” thing that God has 
created; but to run it successfully, as God de- 
signed it to be run, you must get your in- 
structions from Him, the Maker of it. His 
Book of Rules must be your daily guide; and 
through it He will speak to you in your won- 
derful day as you live it in His companionship. 


Men are four: 

He who knows not and knows not he knows not, 
he is a fool—shun him; 

He who knows not and knows he knows not, 
he is simple—teach him; 

He who knows and knows not he knows, 
he is asleep—wake him; 

He who knows and knows he knows, 
he is wise—follow him! 


—Arabian Proverb 
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Rev. Oscar A. Gardner 
April 15, 1906 - June 13, 1958 


(At the Stated Meeting of Guerrant Presbytery 
at Hull Memorial Presbyterian Church on 
September 28, 1958, the following memorial was 
given in conjunction with the Lord’s Supper.) 


Oscar A. Gardner was the son of William A. 
and Zora McDonald Gardner. He was descend- 
ed from an old and prominent Choctaw family 
which had been active in the work of the 
Presbyterian Church Oklahoma for more than 
a hundred years. His father was an elder in 
the old Bennington Church. 


Oscar Gardner received his secondary educa- 
tion in the schools at Bennington and was 
graduated with honors from Bascome College, 
Muskogee, Oklahoma, in June 1932. After 
college he enrolled at Austin Theological Semi- 
nary, Austin, Texas, and graduated with the 
class of 1935. He was ordained to the Gospel 


Ministry by Indian Presbytery on September 14, 
1935. 


For the next eleven years he served as pastor 
of the following churches in Indian Presbytery: 
Beachtree, St. Matthews, Smithfield, and others. 
In 1945 he was elected moderator of the Synod 
of Oklahoma. 


OCTOBER 22, 1958 


In 1946 he became superintendent of Good- 
land Indian Orphanage. Under his leadership 
the indebtedness was paid and many additions 
made to the physical plant. The dynamic, wit- 
ty and friendly Oscar Gardner was in great 
demand as a public speaker, especially during 
the Home Mission Season each year. It was 
on one of these speaking tours that he visited 
the churches of Guerrant Presbytery in Eastern 
Kentucky. In 1957 he resigned as superintend- 
ent of Goodland Indian Orphanage and ac- 
cepted a call to the Peter Creek Church in Pike 
County, Kentucky. Truly the Lord moves in 
mysterious ways which the natural man cannot 
understand, for Oscar Gardner came back to 
minister as Christ’s servant to the people whose 
ancestors drove his ancestors across the mighty 
waters. Although his pastorate at Phelps, Ken- 
tucky, lasted less than six months, his ministry 
greatly strengthened the church and he left a 
lasting impression upon the entire community. 
He was on his way to the church when he 
suffered a fatal heart attack. He was carried 
back across the mighty waters to be buried 
with his ancestors in Oklahoma. 


He is survived by his wife, Blanche Turren- 
tine Gardner, whom he married in 1941, his 
mother and a number of other relatives. 

“A Prince has fallen in Israel.” 
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General Decker 





Major Crane 


Correction — Last week through error we ran the wrong picture for Dr. Paul S. Crane 


Seoul — (PN) — Major Paul S. Crane was 
recently awarded a Commendation Ribbon with 
Metal Pendant by General George H. Decker, 
Commander in Chief, United Nations Command, 
U. S. Forces in Korea, and commanding general, 
Eighth U. S. Army, in a ceremony held at Head- 
quarters of the Eighth U. S. Army in Seoul, Korea. 

Major Crane was cited for meritorious service 
while assigned as chief of Surgical Service, 121st 
Evacuation Hospital and commanding officer, 43rd 
Surgical Hospital during the period August 10, 
1956 to August 7, 1958. 


He also received the Korean “Shungmu Dis- 
tinguished Military Service’”’ Medal with Gold Star, 
from the Minister of Defense, Kim Shung Yul, 
pinned by the Republic of Korea General Paik 
Sun Yups. 


Dr. Crane has since resumed his position as 
director and surgeon at the Chunju Presbyterian 
Mission Hospital, which is the chief surgical and 
medical training center maintained by the Pres- 
byterian Church in Korea. 


Dr. Crane is the son of Dr. and Mrs. . C. 
Crane, retired Presbyterian missionaries to Korea 
who are now residents of Gulfport, Miss. 


During his two years in service with the Army, 
Dr. Paul Crane’s family lived in Seoul, where 
Mrs. Crane served as hostess for the Mission Home 
there for all missionaries who had to visit Seoul 
on business and for official visitors from the 
home Church. 
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Atlanta — (PN) — The Rev. James V. Johnson, 
Jr., pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Natchez, 
Miss., has been named Assistant in the office of 
the General Council, Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
in Atlanta. Mr. Johnson’s appointment was an- 
nounced here recently by Dr. J. G. Patton, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the General Council. He will 
join the staff of the coordinating, stewardship and 
planning agency of the Southern Presbyterian De- 
nomination on November ist. 


Mr. Johnson has announced his resignation to 
the congregation of the Natchez Church which 
he has served since 1955. A native of Memphis, 
Tenn., he is the son of Dr. James V. Johnson, now 
retired, who was pastor for more than 20 years of 
the Westminster Presbyterian Church of Miami. 
The Rev. Mr. Johnson’s mother is the former Irene 
Dews of Arkadelphia, Ark., a sister of J. E. 
(Chink) Dews, former president of the Assembly 
Men’s Council. 


In his new duties at the General Council, Mr. 
Johnson will be especially concerned with stew- 
ardship promotion, a field in which he has been 
outstandingly successful. Mr. Johnson is a grad- 
uate of Princeton University and of Princeton The- 
ological Seminary. Prior to accepting the pas- 
torate of the Natchez Church, he was assistant 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Pensa- 
cola, Florida. 


Mr. Johnson is married to the former Lobenta 
Davis of Tampa, Fla. The couple has two chil- 
dren, Jane age 5, and James, III, age 2% months. 
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KNOXVILLE PRESBYTERY 


The Presbytery of Knoxville met in its 230th 
Stated Session in the Sequoyah Hills Presbyterian 
Church, Knoxville, Tennessee, on October 6-7. Pres- 
ent were 51 ministers and 36 Ruling Elders. 


The retiring Moderator was the Rev. C. E. Gam- 
mon, pastor of the Central Church of Chattanooga, 
Tenn. Rev. Leonard Bullock, pastor of the East 
Ridge Church, Chattanooga, was elected Moderator. 


The Rev. James R. Ellington, formerly pastor of 
the Trinity Church at Alcoa, was dismissed to St. 
Louis Presbytery. Three ministers were received. 
The Rev. Ray R. Hanson, Jr., was received from 
Montgomery Presbytery, and will be installed pas- 
tor of the Moore Memorial Church at Pineville, 
Kentucky; and the Rev. Paul W. Hoffman was 
received from Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery and 
will be installed pastor of the Inskip Church in 
Knoxville. Licentiate James R. Boozer was received 
from Enoree Presbytery and will be ordained and 
installed pastor of the First Church at Soddy, Ten- 
nessee. One young man, Paul James Robere of the 
Brainerd Church in Chattanooga, was taken under 
the care and oversight of the Presbytery, as a 
Candidate for the Gospel ministry. We now have 
27 young men in our roll of candidates. 


Presbytery set the dates for the four Stated 
Meetings in 1959, and invitations from churches 
were accepted for all of these meetings. We feel 
this will be a help to the whole program of Pres- 
bytery — having the dates and places all selected 
for the whole year. 


Presbytery gave their approval to the plan by 
a Special Committee on Camp and Conference 
Grounds to make plans for a Campaign to raise 
$243,000 to erect the necessary buildings. This 
Campaign will take place during the first three 
months of next year. 


The Stated Winter Meeting will be held at 
Bachman Home, near Cleveland, Tennessee, on 
February 2, 1959. 


D. R. Greenhoe, S. C. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Newberne — Rev. Robert G. Balnicky, pastor 
of the McCutchen Memorial Church, Union, S. C., 
conducted an 8-day evangelistic meeting in the 
Neuse Forest Presbyterian church, September 21 
to 28. There was an overflow attendance every 
night. There were 27 first decisions and about 
50 re-dedicated their prayer lives the first night. 
In response to a challenge to missions about 100 
dedicated their lives to Christ. One Sunday school 
class and the Women of the church are consider- 
ing partial support to a missionary. At the 10 
o’clock morning meetings the average attendance 
was 50. All of the first decisions, except one were 
aged over 15 years. 


Rev. Mr. Balnicky was a chaplain in the Navy 
during World War II. He is a graduate of Colum- 
bia Theological Seminary, and is much in demand 
as an evangelist. 





Montreat — Dr. Felix B. Gear, Professor at 
Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Georgia, 
has been engaged as Montreat Conference Di- 
rector for the 1959 season. He will handle all 
correspondence with reference to the conferences 
and will again set up the Bible Conference to be 
held next August. Dr. Gear served most accept- 
ably in this position for the 1958 season and 
the management is happy to have his services 
again. 
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Presbyterian College 
Evangelistic Teams 


Clinton, S. C.—Evangelistic teams, composed of 
Presbyterian College pre-ministerial students, are 
available again this year for religious services in 


churches of the Synods of Georgia and South 
Carolina. 


That’s the announcement today from President 
Marshall W. Brown, who praised the work of the 
teams last year in filling guest engagements. 


These groups made more than 50 appearances 
before congregations of the two states last session. 
They conducted a variety of programs ranging 
from morning services to men’s meetings, to young 
people’s assemblies and evening worship. The work 


was well-received by every church in which the 
teams appeared. 


This evangelistic program is sponsored by the 
Presbyterian College Ministerial Club under the 
guidance of Dr. T. Layton Fraser, professor of 


Bible and the author of several religious work- 
books. 


_ He said three teams, each composed of four o1 
five Presbyterian College students preparing for 
the ministry, stand ready to handle a variety of 
church activities on request. They take complete 
charge of the program, often in the absence of the 
pastor, and provide prayer, scripture reading, a 
main talk and one or two brief supplementary talks 
in the nature of testimonials. Programs have par- 
ticular appeal for young people. 


Dr. Fraser requested all churches seeking ap- 
pearances of the evangelistic teams to contact him 
in care of Presbyterian College for arrangements. 





Bequests To Bolster Foundation 


Settlement of two sizable estates will leave 
bequests amounting to $400,000 to the Presby- 
terian Foundation, Dr. John R. Cunningham 
has reported to foundation trustees. 


Dr. Cunningham, executive director of the 


foundation, said the estates will be settled be- 
fore the year is out. 


He also told trustees at their semi-annual 
meeting that the bequest of Dr. Calvin T. Youn 
of Plant City, Fla., in the amount of $1,100,000 
has been settled and is now operating in favor 
of world missions, Christian education and 
church extension in the state of Florida. 


Plans for extending the foundation’s program 
in the 16 Southeastern states which are included 
in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., also were 
outlined by Dr. Cunningham, the former presi- 
dent of Davidson College. 

Trustees present for the meeting included F. 
L. Jackson of Davidson, president, the Rev. J. 
Cecil Lawrence of Charlotte, Mrs. Charles S. 
Ragland of Nashville, Mrs. A. R. Craig of 
Rutherfordton, J. P. Hobson and Louise Rose 
of Charlotte, Kenneth S. Keyes of Miami. 

Also, Ivey W. Stewart of Charlotte, the Rev. 
J. Chester Frist of Mobile, William R. Perkins 
of Lynchburg, Paul E. Manners of Atlanta, John 
Cansler of Charlotte, A. V. Pritchartt of Mem- 
phis and Dr. Wittiam Kadel of Orlando, Fla. 
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Hope-Filled Christians 


Molly Jones Monroe 


Wilfred Grenfell, the great missionary doctor 
who labored in the frozen north with such 
Christ-like compassion for the poor people of 
that cold country, once said, “Personally, I have 
no more use for a dead Christ than I have for 
a molten image. The Christ who once did 
loving deeds and does them no more, who once 
spoke words of comfort but has been silent 
for centuries means nothing to me.” 


The reality of the living, indwelling Christ 
was the source of strength and hope for the early 
Christians. If the risen Saviour lives within 
our hearts today, if He walks with us and talks 
with us along life’s narrow way, if He really 
lives within our hearts, we too will be hope- 
filled Christians. 


The world in which the First Century A. D. 
Christian lived was indeed a gloomy world, with 
oppression, tyranny and persecution on all 
sides. Yet, these faithful ones labored for their 
Lord in joy and hope. The world in which 
we live today does not look much less gloomy, 
with widespread ignorance of, and indifference 
to God’s Word, and deceit, dishonesty, intrigue 
and greed on all sides in high places. Yes, we 
know that the world is in the power of the 
devil. John in his First Epistle, chapter 5:19 
says, “We know that we are of God, and the 
whole world lieth in the evil one.” 


Even in darkness, there is joy and hope— 
glorious hope for the faithful. For there always 
have been and there always will be those who 
are faithful to God. There was a faithful rem- 
nant in blind, idolatrous Israel, who waited 
eagerly for the coming Messiah. Luke tells us 
in the second chapter of his gospel about two 
of these — Anna and Simeon. In the last 
chapter of I Thessalonians Paul tells us about 
those who faithfully await the Second Coming 
of God’s Son from heaven. 


The Second Coming of Jesus is one of the 
most prominent themes in the New Testament. 
Matthew, John and Paul, to mention a few, all 
tell us that to the faithful, the descent of our 
Lord from Heaven to raise the sleeping and 
change the living saints is a constant expecta- 
tion and hope. 


Even as the faithful old Hebrews waited, yea 
longed for the first coming of our Lord, so 
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the faithful today are waiting in hope, yea 
longing for the Second Coming of our Lord. 


Luke, in giving the account of our Lord’s 
ascension into Heaven says, “And while they 
looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went 
up, behold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
him go into heaven.” 


It has been rather lightly said from some of 
our pulpits that “Some people hope that many 
of these apparently insurmountable and _in- 
solvable problems in our world today will be 
solved by Christ’s return!” We are taught all 
through the New Testament that the faithful 
do constantly long for the return of our Lord, 
who is still able to calm the raging waves of 
all our present-day “stormy Galilees” with His 
“Peace, be still!” 


We should each one be like the saint of 
old who went to the window of his room every 
morning, and looking out as the rising sun 
flooded the world with light said, “Perhaps 
today, Lord,” and at night longing for the 
coming of Christ, he looked up at the twinkling 
stars and said, ‘Perhaps tonight, Lord.” 


The world as of yore, naught of all doth divine,- 
Saith again that believers are filled with new wine,- 
Suffers warning to pass all unseen and unheard, 
And, like Herod, fulfills while opposing His word. 


Then welcome, thrice welcome, ye tokens of God! 
What else but His coming can comfort afford? 
What presence but His set this prisoned earth free? 
O Star of the Morning, our hope is in Thee!” 


—From “Waiting for the Morning 
and Other Poems.” 


Christ Himself said, “Surely, I come quickly”; 
let us say with John as he was guided by the 
Holy Spirit, “Even so, come Lord Jesus.” 


We are told in Scripture that Jesus is in 
Heaven now sitting at the right hand of God. 
When Stephen was stoned, the Scripture tells 
us that Stephen looking steadfastly into Heaven, 
saw Jesus, standing at the right hand of God. 
It gives one a thrill to read that. Jesus must 
have loved Stephen so very much to stand to 
welcome him home to Heaven. As Dwight L. 
Moody said, ““To those of us who believe, who 
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love our Saviour, who look for his appearing, 
oh, what glorious tidings. Jesus is there, at 
the right hand of God. Ah, it is not so much 
the jasper walls, it is not the pearly gates, or 
the streets of pure gold, the sea of glass, the 
river of crystal, the seraphim and cherubim; 
but above all, and before all, it is the Lamb 
that is the light thereof! It is that which makes 
Heaven our home. Christ is there. Jesus our 
elder Brother has gone before us, and is there 
now, preparing mansions for us, looking for 


us, expecting us. He is waiting to welcome home 
His own people.” 


Where things were so lovely and different; 
“Jesus had brothers and sisters; 

The house was crowded and small, 

With not enough room for them nearly, 
But they didn’t mind it at all. 


For He was their elder Brother; 
He must have been dear, so dear 
To all of the younger children 
Who grew up together there. 


I wonder if He remembered 

The home where He used to live, 

Where things were so lovely and different; 
If so, I think He would give 


The least little sigh - for remembrance; 
But I’m sure that they never knew, 
That they never saw Him discouraged, 
And never impatient or blue. 


I wish I had been in that family, 

In that precious and simple way— 
Just to be living with Jesus, 

In the same house, day after day! 


But some day I SHALL be living, 
(O it makes me catch my breath!) 
In the same house with Jesus my Saviour— 
And this is what men call—death!” 


—Martha Snell Nicholson 


When our Lord returns to this earth, or 
when we go out into eternity through the door 
of death, whichever comes first, let us be sure 
our Saviour will find us among the Remnant 
who has been faithful to Him. We have been 
bought with the precious blood of the Lamb. 


We are children of the King—joint heirs with 
Christ. 


May we not be primarily concerned in this 
world with material possessions, fame or glory, 
but along with so many of the Old and New 
Testament saints, let us make our Father’s busi- 
ness our chief interest on this earth. 


We must remember that the faithful will 
be rewarded in Heaven. And what wonderful 


rewards God must have prepared for them who 
love Him! 
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Generals do not give medals to their soldiers 
in the midst of battle. The rewards come after 
the battle. This earthly life is our battle. Let 
us always keep our eyes steadfastly fixed on 
our General, Christ Jesus, ever seeking to do 
His will on this earth. 





Forty-Ninth Annual Meeting of Women 
of the Church—Synod of Georgia 


The forty-ninth annual meeting of the Women 
of the Church, Synod of Georgia, met at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Athens, Georgia, on Sep- 
tember 25-26. Approximately 175 women, repre- 
senting the six presbyteries of the state, were 
present. 


Mrs. J. Swanton Ivy, synodical president, pre- 
sided. A resolution was offered by Mrs. Gilbert 
Gragg of Bainbridge calling attention to the elec- 
tion of Mrs. Ivy as chairman of the Women’s 
Advisory Council. 


The principal speaker for the meeting was Mrs. 
Henry D. Haberyan of Shreveport, Louisiana, a 
member of the Board of World Missions and a 
world traveler. On Thursday morning Mrs. 
Haberyan presented the 1959 Birthday Objective. 
The special offering will go to erect a training 
school for lay leaders in Brazil. She pointed out 
the great opportunity for spreading the gospel in 
a country which is growing in population and fast 
becoming modern. 


Rev. Phil Esty, Friendship Presbyterian Church, 
Athens, spoke on First Peter, challenging the 
women of the church to “Gird up your minds and 
know what you believe and why.” Mrs. E. L. 
Secrest of Atlanta presented “Tomorrow’s Litera- 
ture” calling attention to the “Do It Yourself 
Kit” prepared by the Board of Women’s Work for 
1959 women. Mrs. Joe B. Patrick of Decatur was 
moderator of a panel discussion on “Our Georgia 
Responsibilities.” 


On Thursday evening Mrs. Haberyan gave a 
preview of the church in the world today in a 
talk on “World-Wide Witness.” She stated that 
the church in varying degrees of development is 
planted in every country on earth. Dr. Harmon B. 
Ramsey, First Presbyterian Church, Athens, admin- 
istered the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 


At the Friday morning session Rev. B. G. 
Munro, Central Presbyterian Church, Athens, high- 
lighted the special Bible study on Revelation, 
challenging Christians to remember that there 
can be victory through conflict. 


Reports from the committee chairmen revealed 
that the women of the Georgia Synodical are pray- 
ing, working, and giving, thus serving Christ here 
and throughout the world. 


Mrs. Leighton McCutcheon, Executive Secretary 
of the Board of Women’s Work, conducted the 
installation service for new officers. The newly 
elected ones were Mrs. C. J. Martin, Hinesville, 
treasurer; Mrs. C. J. Knapp, Moultrie, historian; 
Mrs. J. W. Cooper, Mariettta, Chairman of World 
Missions; Mrs. Gilbert Gragg, Bainbridge, Chairman 
of Christian Education; Mrs. Donald Patterson, 
Perry, Stewardship chairman. 


Report written by Mrs. Jack Murrah, Atlanta. 
Submitted by Mrs. Marvin Perry, Publicity 
Chairman. 
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West Point Cadets Receive Bibles 


In a troubled world seething with discontent and 
rumors of war, it is an obvious fact that in the 
years to come, great importance will center on 
the military leaders of our country. 


Those who approach the situation in a realistic 
manner cannot help but come to the conclusion 
that the restlessness and anxiety smouldering 
throughout the circumference of our earth will not 
subside into an era of Utopian joy, unless God 
intervenes in a miraculous way. 


Because of this, more than ever before the 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY of 513 West 166th 
Street, New York 32, New York has dedicated 
itself anew to the responsibility and opportunity 
which presents itself each year at the United States 
Military Academy, West Point, New York. 


On Sunday morning, September 14, 1958, 544 
Cadets were presented with specially-bound copies 
of the Holy Bible with their individual names in- 
scribed on the cover in gold, marking the Society’s 
89th Annual Presentation. 


West Point Chaplain Rev. George M. Bean pre- 
sided, and Mr. Henry G. Perry, the Society’s 
Executive Secretary, made the presentation, assisted 
by Rev. Henry R. Gooch, Assistant Chaplain. 


Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, President of the Society, 
preached the sermon, and said in part: “My sub- 
ject this morning is The Bible the Word of Life. 
As a basis for our thinking, I give you this passage 
from the fourth chapter of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews: ‘The Word of God is living and powerful, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and 
of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there 
any creature that is not manifest in his sight; but 
all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of 
him with whom we have to do.’ 


“The writer begins by declaring that ‘the Word 
of God’—and by this he means primarily the written 
Word, the Bible—‘is alive and powerful.’ . . . Taken 
at its face value, that proposition sets the Bible 
apart from all other books. . . . Therefore, when 
we think about the Bible as the written Word of 
life, we must do so in personal terms. ... The Bible 
speaks to our deepest need. And it does not speak 
abstractly, but in direct, personal terms. The Word 
of God is living and powerful, because it is the 
~ geae source of our knowledge of the Lord and 
_ ae 


“What is this eternal life? Well, the Bible tells 
us that it is a new kind of life that begins here 
and now and that goes on forever. ‘If any man 
be in Christ,’ says the apostle Paul, ‘he is a new 
creation: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.’ Or, as Christ Himself 
declares, ‘I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly.’ ” 


Dr. Gaebelein concluded by saying: ‘My frienus, 
remember this. Your Bible is the Word of Life. It 
is the rule and standard for daily living, for justice 
between man and man, and nation and nation. 
But above all it is the inspired witness, always 
available, always at your side, always inviting you 
to the abundant life in Christ—not tomorrow, but 
today, here and now. May your Bible be for 
every one of you what God meant it to be, living 
and powerful through your own trust in Jesus 
Christ.” 
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The above is a facsimile (reduced) of the cover 
for The Children’s Page — eighty pages — bound 
in one volume, for sale at $1.25 postpaid. The 
Journal has received many letters of appreciation 
for this feature which was continued 18 months, 
including “scribbled” letters from the children 
themselves. Below are extracts from some of them. 


Florida: It is good to know you are bringing 
out, available before Christmas, ‘Children’s 
Page” with 80 stories in book form. Do I need 
tell you what a wonderful aid and inspiration it 
is sure to prove, not only to the S. S. teachers 
seeking practical application of Bible lessons, but 
with strong and happy appeal to both big and 
little tots as well. 


Mississippi: This household is charmed with 
“The Children’s Page” in the Journal. The children 
are eager to tear off the wrapper as soon as 
the magazine comes, and we older folks are care- 
ful to see it. 


North Carolina: I think your “Children’s Page” 
is simply wonderful; indeed, it is inspired! The 
children read it eagerly - and over and over. We 
want at least four of the books. 


Texas: I hope you will compile the Children’s 
Page into a book - and in time for Christmas. It 
will make an unique and most appropriate gift 
for any child. 


South Carolina: How do you do it? Animals, 
birds, reptiles. insects, sea and land, mountains 
and rivers! Is the storehouse for “starting a 
story” inexhaustible? Then will you go into 
’Space”? Don’t fail to make a book of the Chil- 
dren’s Page - and have it off the press in time 
~ arpryrscycy gifts. 1 want four copies to begin 
with. 


California: Every member of the household fin- 


gers for the Children’s Page as soon as the Journal 
arrives. It is unique in childhood literature. 
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Some of the titles 


The Spider and the Hands — Sparrows — Grass- 
hoppers — Swat the Fly — The Little Foxes — 
The Brier and the Roses — Grandmothers and 
Mothers — Joseph - in four continued stories — 
David - in four continued stories — The Boyhood 
of Jesus - in four continued stories — Ten “Mir- 
acle’’ stories —- The Ant, a worker — Bears and 
Bugbears — Jesus Loves Children — The Little 
Lost Sheep — Smiles — Stripes — He Climbed A 
Tree — The Tongue — Thanksgiving — Grey- 
friars’ Bobbie A Little Girl’s Christmas Story. 


The Children’s Page is promised to be off the 
press by November ist. Price $1.25 postpaid. 
Order from 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 


CREATION AND EVOLUTION. Jan Lever. 


Kregel’s. $3.95. 


This book differs in several important respects 
from Clark’s. It is more detailed and technical. 
Chapter IV, The Concept of Species and the Prob- 
lem of Origin, is so cluttered up with information, 
not too obviously systematized, that an ordinary 
reader has trouble threading his way through it. 
Chapter III, however, The Origin of the Types of 
Organisms, is quite good, in spite of the techni- 
calities 


A second difference from Clark’s book is that 
the English is atrocious. No doubt Lever wrote 
good Dutch, but the translator was incompetent. 
The English version abounds with the idiomatic 
Dutch already; deducted takes the place of de- 
duced; the position of adverbs, direct objects, and 
other points of syntax follow the Dutch and 
not the English order. 


The aim of the book is to harmonize creationism 
with evolution. Lever is quite good in showing 
that there is no scientific evidence on the origin 
of man; what evidence there is, however, dates 
man as 500,000 years old. Lever even seems to 
incline toward the view that life developed out 
of inanimate matter. That is to say, creationism 
and the Bible do not prevent us from accepting 
a universal or almost universal evolution. 


The harmony is accomplished by a definition 
of creationism plus a neo-orthodox view of the 
Bible. In several passages Lever looks askance 
at creation out of nothing. “By creationism we 
understand here every biological approach to the 
problem of origin which, issuing from the central 
credo of the Christian church, wishes to confess 
also in science the creation of this reality and 
the daily direction of all processes through God’”’ 
(p.26). These vague words, interpreted by other 
passages, seem to amount to no more than a 
vigorous repudiation of atheism with the converse 
that God has something or other to do with nature. 


As for the Bible, Lever correctly protests 
against imposing on it the scientific concepts of 
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Nor 
would anyone assert that the Bible contains graphs, 
tables, charts, and other scientific notations (p.21). 
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He also makes telling points against some com- 
monly held, fundamentalistic exegesis. But from 
this does it follow (1) that the days of Genesis 1 
do not indicate time or succession at all (p.16); 
(2) that the contents of revelation have no con- 
crete contact with scientific investigation (p.21); 
(3) that Scripture does not give us data that 
we could find out for ourselves (e.g. the existence 
of a fish that could swallow a man) (p.24); and 
(4) that God’s breathing a soul into the body of 
man is pure eisegesis? (p.197). 


Furthermore we must take most definite excep- 
tion to Lever’s repeated assertion that the Bible 
gives us no historical information. Apparently we 
cannot learn from Scripture that David was King 
of Israel or that Christ and the Pharisees ever 
lived. At any rate Lever says, “We can never 
derive from Scripture exact physical, astronomical, 
and biological knowledge, and thus also not exact 
historical knowledge (pp. 21 and 171). His ex- 
amples are: “When the writers of Scripture saw 
the fragments of happenings of the hoary past 

. through lack of knowledge and imagination 
he, as it were, contracted these to a level dating 
of only a few thousand years ago . . . Consequently 
the genealogies similarly have not the same his- 
torical correctness as, e.g. the family tree of the 
Royal House of the Netherlands, as it is found in 
the history books” (p.177). 


This clear exclusion of historical information 
from the Scripture, with the result that Scripture 
is less accurate than Dutch history books, will 
be of interest to those who have been told by 
certain people in America that the Free University 
of Amsterdam is the center and apex of all good 
Calvinism. Professor Dooyeweerd and his col- 
leagues have been advertized as the leaders of 
contemporary Reformed thought. A few of his 
most ardent American supporters would be glad 
to see Dooyeweerd’s position made a requirement 
for ordination. But in the Gordon Review (Sept. 
1956) in an article on Cosmic Time, I pointed out 
that Dooyeweerd, though more cautious in his 
language than Lever, seems to imply a rejection of 
the verbal inspiration of Scripture. Lever’s clearer 
language is evidence that I may not have been 
completely mistaken. 

—G.H.C. 


DARWIN: BEFORE AND AFTER. 192 pages. 
Robert E. D. Clark. Kregel’s. $2.95. 

After some interesting observations on the his- 
tory of biology and a bit of Darwin’s biography, 
Dr. Clark discusses certain ethical and sociological 
applications of evolution, compares the methods 
and laws of biology with those of physics, and 
sets forth a substantial array of pertinent bio- 
logical details. 


The ethical section is interesting; but the re- 
viewer doubts that it supports the conclusions 
which the author seems to have in mind. The 
author’s treatment of the concept of design also 
seems to underestimate the difficulties inherent in 
theology. The comparison of biology with physics 
is very good. 


It is impossible to write a review of concrete 
biological facts. How soluble calcium bicarbonate 
affects shellfish and the theoretical significance 
of the results must be read in full. Likewise one 
must read why natural selection cannot account 
for kidneys and eyes. The reviewer only wishes 
to assure prospective readers that such material 
is far from dull. The book is well written and 
extremely interesting. 

G.H.C. 
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THIS IS WHAT I'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR! Please send at once, 
the four books I have checked as my membership gift books and 


first selection and bill me for only $3 
Enroll me as a member of Christian 
and send me your preview each month 


lus postage and handlin 
erald’s Family Bookshelf 
so I can decide whether 


or not I want to receive the Bookshelf selection described. I 
don’t have to buy every selection — only four books during an 


' “ ” s 
ter to your, ie att theme of poodness in so easy to carry safely ‘in two beset do ay By to and tad anather walenis 
Grace Noll Crowe Anna and the King of any weather. Has gilt- bonus book worth up to $5.00 free 
“Would there were more Siam. Like that story, @ stamped red edges, Con- 
like these people in our fine woman captures your cordance, maps, readers’ 
time!’’ Reg. price $3.50. heart. Reg. price $4.50. aids. For young and old. 
| Perrier CuWs Fenda s Cubed ndabadakess Cedbeaboanrees 
LINCOLN’S DEVOTIONAL SING OUT THE GLORY ALL THE WOMEN OF 
Intro. by Carl Sandburg by Gladys Hasty Carroll THE BIBLE 
Mind-enriching and soul- As you finish reading this by Edith Deen I CinCicenbhvess cevwerdsscepiebiis étusaka< eeu 
satisfying. In rich, red, beautiful story, you will As Dr. Poling says: ‘“‘Nev- 
soft Spanish grain, cell- find a melody in yourown er has there been anything 
ophane jacket, stained ite. A novel with large like this before.” There " 
edges, marker, gold-im- dimensions of Love, Hope, are 300 biographies, 52 ee eee eee ee Te eee ee pe eee ee 
printed. Reg. price $5.00. Charity. Reg. price $4.00. 


Studies. Reg. price $4.95. 


SEND NO MONEY JUST MAIL COUPON -——7 
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